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‘This series, which is principally designed for the English speaker, wi 
eventually cover every country in the world, each in a separate volume 
comprising annotated entries on works dealing with its history, geography, 
economy and politics; and with its people, their culture, customs, religion 
and social organization. Attention will also be paid to current living 
conditions — housing, education, newspapers, clothing, etc.— that are all too 
often ignored in standard bibliographies; and to those particular aspects 
relevant to individual countries. Each volume seeks to achieve, by use of 
careful selectivity and critical assessment of the literature, an expression of 
the country and an appreciation of its nature and national aspirations, - 
guide the reader towards an understanding of its importance. The keynote Es 
the series is to provide, in a uniform format, an interpretation of ~~ 
country that will express its culture, its place in the world, and the qual ди 
and background that make it unique. The views expressed in individua 
volumes, however, are not necessarily those of the publisher. 
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Introduction 


About the bibliography 


The Republic of Djibouti, formerly known as the Cóte Frangaise des 
Somalis (French Somali Coast) and the Territoire Frangais des Afars 
et des Issas (French Territory of the Afars and Issas), became one of 
Africa's newest states on 27 June 1977, when it achieved independence 
from France. Unlike the majority of African countries, Djibouti 
constitutes a *mini-state' that, over the years, has been described as a 
‘cross-roads’ at the intersection of Africa, the Middle East and Asia, 
the ‘hell of Africa’ due to its often inhospitable climate, and the ‘eye 
of the cyclone’ — a reference to the country’s special role as an island 
of stability in the troubled region of the Horn of Africa. In many 
respects, these references point out the unique nature of a country 
that, at the time of writing, has enjoyed less than a decade-and-a-half 
of independence. 

The limited duration of Djiboutis period of independence, 
however, does not mean that the country has been ignored within the 
scholarly literature devoted to the Horn of Africa. Among the 
twenty-two categories into which the following 409 annotated works 
are divided, several have historically generated a great deal of 
interest among scholars. For example, Djibouti’s role as the coastal 
end-point of the Djibouti-Addis Ababa railway has fostered a 
tremendous number of travellers’ accounts, as well as works on the 
evolution of transport within the country. Similarly, the internal 
politics, foreign relations, and general history of the country — so 
crucial to a complete understanding of regional conflict and 
co-operation in the Horn of Africa — have also been areas of 
traditional interest among scholars. More surprising, perhaps, is the 
vast number of works within the fields of geography and earth sciences. 
These works were spawned by Djibouti's geographical location at the 
triple juncture of the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden and East African rift 
systems, a position which has made the country a veritable treasure 
trove of volcanic and geothermal activity. Other topics of growing 
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The index lists, in alphabetical sequence, authors (personal and 
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